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THE AMERICAN ART-UNION. 31 

REQUEST T» THE BRISTOL ACADEMY. ' 

The Academy for the promotion of the Fine Arts, in Bristol. Eng., was founded 
some years since by the munificence of a lady, Mrs. Sharples, who gave ,£2000, for 
the purpose. She has since died, and bequeathed her entire estate amounting to 
nearly ,£-1000 to the same institution. Her husband was a portrait-painter, and at 
the close of the last century they resided in the United States ; and in New-York, 
Philadelphia, and other cities of the Union, Mr. Sharples successfully pursued 
his profession, living in good style, and entertaining at his table not only the most 
eminent citizens of the Republic, but the Ex-King of the French and his brother, 
then exiles in America. These illustrious persons, together with Washington, and 
many other celebrities of the .States, became his sitters, and upwards of forty admi- 
rable copies of their portraits, in crayon and miniature, by the hand of Mrs. Shar- 
ples, who herself was*an artist, are now the property of the Academy. 

EXHIBITION OF MR. ETTY'S PICTURES. 

The Council of the Society of Arts have originated a plan for the formation of a 
Gallery of British Art. They exhibit every year the collected works of some one 
artist, and apply the funds arising therefrom ; — first, to giving the artist whose 
works are exhibited, a commission for a picture ; and secondly, to the purchase of 
pictures already painted. The first of this scries of Exhibitions was that of Mul- 
ready's works, last year. This year a collection has been made of Mr. Etty's. 
One hundred and thirty have been brought together, and are said to form a combi- 
nation of great excellence. 

government supplies connected with art. 
The House of Commons, in Committee of Supply, on the first of June, agreed to 
the following votes, ,£10,000 for the School of Design ; .£300 for the Royal Hibernian 
Academy ; £36,288 for the new buildings of the British Museum ; ,£1500 to the 
Trustees of the British Museum for Antiquities ; £2800 for completing the pedestal 
of the Nelson column ; £1500 for the National Gallery. Great complaints are 
made that no appropriation has been made to provide proper accommodation for the 
pictures, lately presented to the nation by Robert Vernon, who died a few months 
since. 

the cost of the new houses of parliament.. 
Mr. Barry, the Architect, is in want of more than two millions of pounds ster\ing, 
—ton millions of dollars— for " completing the works of the new Palace at West- 
minster." This demand has caused great surprise on the part of the Government. 
The Building Commissioners in their reply to a communication from the Treasury, 
on the subject, promise the greatest economy in future, &c, and attribute the 
inorease beyond the estimates to the unexpected expense required by the foundation, 
the warming, and the ventilation. The Architect asks, for his remuneration £72,500. 
Of this amount £66,744 is the usual professional commission of five per cent. The 
government dispute this claim and have only appropriated £25,000 for this item. 

RAPIDITY OF EXECUTION OF THE ARTIST SF.RRE. 

"L' Artiste," of the first of July, contains a memoir of Michel Serre, a Frenoh 
painter, who flourished in the seventeenth century, in which we find the following 
anecdote: — . . 

The officers of the parish in the neighborhood of Marseilles, having visited him to 
'order a picture for the high altar of their church, he kept them to dine with him. 
While they were walking in the garden waiting for the dinner hour, the artist 
commenced and finished, in a superior manner, the whole picture. The officers, 
delighted as well as surprised, took away with them a work whioh they did not 
expeeot to receiv for several months. 



